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SUBJECT: EXCHANGES: CONSTRUCTION OF FERTILIZER FACILITIES 

REF: MOSCOW 11500 

FOR SCIOFF GOSNF.LL 

1. DESPITE OUR BEST EFFORTS TO PERSUADE DELEGATION LEADER 
WHEELER TO PROCEED WITH PLANNED VISIT, HE HAS DECIDED TO 
POSTPONE THE VISIT INDEFINITELY DUE TO SIGNIFICANT "LOOSE 
ENDS" REMAINING IN ITINERARY AND ACCOMMODATION ARRANGE- 
MENTS. POSTPONEMENT OF DEPARTURE UNTIL AUGUST 16 OR 17 IS 
NOT PRACTICAL, SINCE SOME DELEGATION MEMBERS LIVE IN LOCAL- 
ITIES WITHOUT DAILY FLIGHT CONNECTIONS TO WASHINGTON. NOR 
IS A SEPTEMBER VISIT POSSIBLE BECAUSE DELEGATION LEADER HAS 
PRIOR COMMITMENTS. WHEELER WILL PROPOSE A NEW TIME FOR THE 
VISIT AFTER CONSULTING DELEGATION MEMBERS, BUT WE ARE NOT 
OPTIMISTIC THAT THE VISIT WILL OCCUR SOON. WHEELER IS 
APPRECIATIVE OF EMBASSY'S AND METAL'NIKOV'S EFFORTS TO 
ARRANGE VISIT, BUT HAS DECIDED THAT HE MUST POSTPONE 
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SCHEDULED VISIT AT THIS TIME. 
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